
Signs of the Times/Spiritual Weather Report 
Luke 12:54–59 
Jesus said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west you say 
immediately that it is going to rain–and so it does; and when you notice that the 
wind is blowing from the south you say that it is going to be hot–and so it is. You 
hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the 
sky; why do you not know how to interpret the present time? “Why do you not 
judge for yourselves what is right? If you are to go with your opponent before a 
magistrate, make an effort to settle the matter on the way; otherwise your opponent 
will turn you over to the judge, and the judge hand you over to the constable, and 
the constable throw you into prison. I say to you, you will not be released until you 
have paid the last penny.” 
 

Why was Jesus upset? They could identify trends in the weather but failed 
completely in understanding spiritual signs that were right before their eyes. Jesus 
seems to talk about two things here – interpreting what is happening at that very 
time, and whether or not people should take cases to a judge or decide those things 
for themselves.  

First, Jesus warned them that they were failing to accept what was right 
before their eyes. 
There’s a short rhyme about weather. It may be familiar to us at its been around for 
at least two thousand years: 
 
Red sky at night, shepherds’ delight; 
Red sky in the morning, shepherds’ warning. 
 
Jesus quoted exactly this saying in Matthew’s gospel: “He replied, ‘When evening 
comes, you say, “It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,” and in the morning, 
“Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast”’” (Matthew 16:2-3). 
People back in Jesus’ day all knew this. Shepherds and sailors had known for 
centuries that the color of the sky in the evening, or the morning is a sign of good 
or bad weather for many hours ahead. Jesus applied a lesson from that to the 
people: 
 
“You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times.” (Matthew 16:3). 
 
Jesus uses meteorology to make a point: 



“When you see a cloud rising in the west you say immediately that it is going to 
rain–and so it does; and when you notice that the wind is blowing from the south 
you say that it is going to be hot–and so it is. (Luke 12:54-55). 
 
The crowds did not understand the science, but they knew that air coming in from 
the west off the Mediterranean Sea carried water which would turn to rain once it 
was over land. A wind from the south came from the desert and it would be hot. 
This was common knowledge. So, they were skilled at interpreting what was 
happening with the weather but were not at able to interpret something far more 
important right before their eyes. “Hypocrites!” Jesus said. “You know how to 
interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know 
how to interpret this present time?” (v. 56). 
 
Right in front of their eyes stood Jesus. Right in front of their eyes he had healed 
the sick and raised the dead. Right in front of their eyes people had gathered in 
their thousands to hear his teaching. When messengers came from John the Baptist 
to ask Jesus if he was really the one God would send, Jesus answered: “Go back 
and report to John what you have seen and heard:  
 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 
poor.” (Luke 7:22). The truth about Jesus was there to be seen. None of these 
things had been done in secret. The signs were there. The evidence was clear. 
 
“So why can’t they look at what’s going on all around them, from the Roman 
occupation to the oppressive regime of Herod, from the wealthy and arrogant 
high priests in Jerusalem to the false agendas of the Pharisees—and, in the 
middle of it all, a young prophet announcing God’s kingdom and healing the 
sick? Why can’t they put two and two together, and realize that this is the 
moment all Israel’s history has been waiting for?” 
 
So, why can’t they see? Evidence exists that God has sent his Messiah. They can 
interpret the skies; why can’t they interpret and recognize this truth? The answer: 
they didn’t want to. “Hypocrites!” Jesus calls them, because a hypocrite is 
someone who knows what’s right but lives in denial.  
 
The truth was right before their eyes. They knew, understood, but they refused to 
accept it. To bow before Jesus and acknowledge he had come from God would 
have been life-changing, nation-changing, world-changing. And that would have 
clashed with their closed minds and self-interest. They were not ignorant, but they 
were deniers of the truth because they didn’t like what the truth meant for them. 
 



How does this passage relate to us today? What do I see? The problem for most 
people doesn’t lie in their comprehension but their will. Certainly they’d like 
forgiveness and eternal life, but then they’d also have to give their lives over to 
God and they don’t want to do that. The problem is with their will, not their 
understanding.” 
 
Do we have difficulty allowing God to take control? Letting him decide the 
direction of our lives? Are we like the crowds back in Jesus’ time? Are we too able 
to believe but instead, willfully refuse to believe? 
 
Second, Jesus urged them to put things right while there was still time. 
Jesus asked the crowds a question: “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is 
right?” (v. 57). 
 
He answered his own question by urging the crowd to reconcile before getting into 
court, because otherwise, he said, you may find yourself before the judge, and the 
judge may hand you over to the jail keeper and you won’t get out of prison unless 
you pay all you owe (vs. 58-59).  
 
Jesus is sharing wisdom. Put your concerns right before coming before a judge 
who may give you a life sentence. Jesus is urging the crowds to put things right 
while there’s still time. But again, sometimes people refuse the obvious. It can 
be pride. It can be stubbornness. It can be an unwillingness to accept the 
truth. No matter the evidence, they are determined to go their own way. 
 
Does anyone seriously disbelieve that cigarettes cause disease? 
Does anyone seriously disbelieve that obesity is dangerous? 
Does anyone seriously disbelieve that safety helmets save the lives of 
motorcyclists? 
 
People know the answers to these questions but that doesn’t change the way all too 
many people live. Some will deny the danger. Some will feel they can never 
change. Some will mean to live differently ‘one day.’ But disaster and death 
often come earlier than their ‘one day.’ They leave it too late, and then they pay the 
price. 
 
“Judge for yourselves what is right,” Jesus tells the people. ‘Put things right now, 
because if you don’t it will be too late.’ Some in the crowd did, but too many 
ignored the warnings. What happened two thousand years ago continues today. 
There are people in this world who have heard the Good News but choose to ignore 
the signs and carry on as if Jesus never died for them, as if there is no heaven to be 
gained and no hell to reject. 



Thomas Aquinas taught that God is in all things “by essence, presence, and 
power,” and that God cares for every aspect of his creation. Therefore, we should 
expect to see signs of his presence and activity in nature, in history, and in human 
affairs.  
 
Bishop Barron says the following, “And once we see, we are meant to speak! In a 
way, followers of Jesus are not looking at the signs of the times for their own 
benefit, but rather that they might share their prophetic perspective with everyone 
else. So look around, look with attention, look with the eyes of faith!” 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 



The miraculous Marian image that ended a plague… 
 

The beautiful icon known as “Salus Populi Romani” (“Salvation of the Roman 
People”) is one of the Marian paintings attributed to St. Luke himself, one of the 
four Gospel-writers. 

St. Helena is said to have brought it to Rome after she visited Jerusalem. Good 
thing she did. A devastating plague struck Rome in the 6th century. Entire families 
died from it. 

Over Easter, Pope Gregory the Great held a great procession through the streets of 
the city, led by the beloved Salus Populi Romani image. While everyone was 
praying, they suddenly heard angels singing the resurrection hymn Regina Caeli. 

 

After listening to the angels, the Pope sang the last line back to them: “Ora pro 
nobis Deum (pray for us to God).” 

St. Michael appeared, sheathing his sword. After that the plague ceased. 

Since then, the icon has been revered as a miraculous image. Today it resides in the 
Basilica of Saint Mary Major.  
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